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Abstract

This report presents annual data but is published every

2 years. The data present current and historical information
on the production, trade, consumption, and prices of timber
products in the United States. The report focuses on national
statistics, but includes some data for individual states and
regions and for Canada. The data were collected from indus-
try trade associations and government agencies. They are
intended for use by forest land managers, forest industries,
trade associations, forestry schools, renewable resource or-
ganizations, individuals in the major timber producing and
consuming countries of the world, and the general public.

A major use of the data is tracking industry production and
consumption trends over time. One of the major shifts that
occurred in the wood-using industry over the past 5 years

is that both production and consumption of roundwood per
capita decreased. The consumption of products per capita
has also undergone a gradual decrease over the past 5 years.
Because of increased paper recycling and increased process-
ing efficiency, the consumption per capita in roundwood
equivalent has decreased since about 1987 from 83 ft3 to

72 ft3 per capita. But over the most recent time period, the
decline in production per capita is due to the U.S. economic
weakness that severely impacted wood markets. In the
1960s and 1970s, consumption averaged 65 ft3 per capita
before increasing and peaking in 1986 to 83 ft3 per capita.
Since 2005, consumption per capita has continued to steadi-
ly decrease and reached 41 ft3 in 2009 remaining unchanged
in 2010. Per capita consumption in 2011 increased to

47 ft3 the first increase since 2005. Since 2005, paper con-
sumption fell from 41 thousand tons to 34 thousand tons in
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2011. Since 2005, newsprint declined from 5.4 million tons
to 3.3 million tons and printing and writing paper fell from
24.5 million tons to 19.3 million tons. Another shift occur-
ring over the past several years is increased emphasis on
wood energy use, which has shown wide fluctuations over
the last decade and into 2011.
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Preface

This report includes data for 1965-2011. Data for the years
prior to 1965 can be found in earlier reports in the series.
Since the last publication of this series in 2007 (data com-
piled through 2005), many agencies have discontinued the
collection of various data. This change is indicated on the
tables, where applicable. Some data were derived from
mathematical calculations and some show conversions from
different units of measurement. Throughout the tables and

Factors for converting between metric and in-lb units of
measure’

Conversion Metric or
Unit factor in-1b unit
square foot 0.0929 square meter
cubic foot (log trade) 0.028317 cubic meter
short ton (chips) 0.0185 1,000 cubic feet
board foot (hardwood lumber) 0.00236 cubic meter
board foot (softwood lumber) 0.00170 cubic meter
board foot (lumber export and 0.00236 cubic meter
imports)
board foot (logs) 0.00453 cubic meter
1,000 square feet (1/8-in. panels) 0.295 cubic meter

1,000 square feet (1/4-in. panels) 0.59 cubic meter

1,000 square feet (3/8-in. panels) 0.885 cubic meter
1,000 square feet (3/8-in. panels) 2.036 square foot
(surface measure)
1,000 square feet (1/2-in. panels) 1.18 cubic meter
1,000 square feet (3/4-in. panels) 1.77 cubic meter
cubic meter” 0.0023  million square feet
(surface measure)
square meter 10.7639 square foot
(surface measure)
cord 227 cubic meter
cord 2.65 green ton
ton 0.0003 1,000 cords
ton (short ton) 0.907 metric ton
pound 0.453592 kilogram
inch 25.4 millimeter

*U.S. Department of Agriculture, Forest Service (20, 49).
®Based on square feet 3/8-in. panels.
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text, billion denotes 10°. The references cited in the text and
in the tables are listed separately. Text references are listed
in literature cited. The sources for data in the tables are list-
ed in an annotated bibliography, which is cross-referenced
to the tables. This report is available through the Forest
Products Laboratory web site (www.fpl.fs.fed.us). Tables
of conversion factors and a map of Forest Service Adminis-
trative regions follow.

Factors for converting standard units to short tons

Weight of wood
per standard
unit
Product Standard unit (short tons)
Roundwood products
Softwood 1,000 cubic feet 17.5 air dried
Hardwood 1,000 cubic feet 20.0 air dried
Softwood cord (80 cubic feet) 1.4
Hardwood cord (80 cubic feet) 1.6
Lumber
Softwood 1,000 board feet 0.974
Hardwood 1,000 board feet 1.680
Laminated veneer lumber 1,000 cubic foot 17.5
Structural panels
Softwood plywood 1,000 square feet, 0.544
3/8-in. basis
Waferboard and OSB* 1,000 square feet, 0.866
3/8-in. basis
Medium-density fiberboard 1,000 square feet, 1.406
3/4-in. basis
Nonstructural panels
Hardboard 1,000 square feet, 0.380
1/8-in. basis
Insulation board 1,000 square feet, 0.367
1/2-in. basis
Particleboard 1,000 square feet, 0.578
3/4-in. basis
Hardwood plywood 1,000 square feet, 0.657
3/8-in. basis
Hardwood plywood 1,000 square feet, 0.2
surface measure
Pulp, paper, and board 1,000 tons 1,000
Other industrial products 1,000 tons 16.5

*Oriented strandboard.
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Highlights

Economic activity in most of the major timber products
markets including paper and paperboard remained volatile
in 2011 as some product markets grew such as softwood
lumber production while other production markets showed
little change from the previous year. Paper and paperboard
production decreased by 1.8% in 2011 from 2010. New
housing construction, which accounts for more than a third
of the U.S. softwood lumber and structural panels consumed
and for substantial volumes of other softwood and hardwood
products, remained below the peak housing production years
in 2011. The consumption of oriented strandboard (OSB)
during 2011 continued to exceed plywood consumption and
continues strong into 2012 although OSB production de-
creased 1.7% in 2011 when compared to 2010. The total in-
dustrial production index, an important demand determinant
for pallet lumber, containerboard, and some grades of paper,
increased 3.7% in 2011 (Table 1). Private nonresidential
construction expenditures increased in 2011 when compared
to 2010 and residential fixed investment decreased during
2011. Wood energy use in the United States continued to be
volatile, declining during 2011 (Table 60).

The U.S. housing market remained weak during 2011 as
sales of both new and previously occupied homes reached
all time record lows. Starts of conventionally built homes
(excluding mobile homes) decreased by 3.5% from a year
earlier to just 565 thousand units during 2011. Home sales
new and existing in 2011 totaled 4.6 million units; this num-
ber consisted of 4.3 million units that were previously oc-
cupied and just 300 thousand that were new units. A record
high for home sales was established during 2005 when

8.3 million units were sold. Of the 8.3 million units sold,

7.1 million units were previously occupied homes and

1.3 million were new units. In terms of market share within
region in 2011, new homes sold were strongest in the South,
with 168,000 units sold. This represented 55% of all new
sales in the United States for 2011. The production index for
final products and nonindustrial supplies advanced solidly in
2010 and 2011. The production of durable consumer goods,
which includes furniture and fixtures, had moderate gains in
2010 and a noticeable increase in 2011. The index for con-
sumer nondurables, which includes paper products, edged
up in 2010 and 2011. Housing trends in 2011, along with
comparably weak economic growth, caused the lumber in-
dustry to remain below peak production levels but exceeded
production levels of 1 year earlier. Softwood lumber produc-
tion in the United States remained below the record levels
by 17.0%.

U.S. consumption of wood and paper products required
input to make products produced in the United States (for
domestic consumption) plus roundwood required to make
imported products. This consumption of roundwood to meet
the needs of U.S. consumers (including fuelwood)
increased 1.0% per year between 1965 and 1995, from
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13.3 to 19.1 billion ft3. This consumption declined to

15.0 billion ft3 in 2005 and has since decreased to just

12.9 billion ft3 in 2011, slightly above the 1965 level of con-
sumption. U.S. production of wood and paper products plus
fuelwood use required roundwood harvest from U.S. forests,
which also increased 1.0% per year from 1965 to 1995, from
12.3 to 17.4 billion ft3. In contrast to roundwood needed for
U.S. product consumption, U.S. roundwood harvest needed
for U.S. production has declined since 1995 from 17.4 to
12.5 billion ft3 in 2011, slightly above the level of harvest in
1965. The 12.5 billion ft3 continued the reversal of the trend
of four straight years of production decreases (Table 5a).

Along with record low demand from the housing sec-

tor, which drove low demand in the lumber industry dur-
ing 2011, U.S. National Forest sawlog stumpage prices
increased in current dollars for Douglas-fir and Southern
Pine in 2011, continuing the volatile price cycle over recent
years. Southern Pine recovered modestly in the late 1990s,
but Douglas-fir continued downward (Table 20). Increasing
Canadian lumber imports contributed to the slump in soft-
wood prices, and Western mill closures reflected the slump
in prices.

During 2011, apparent consumption of most timber products
increased over levels from 1 year ago. Western production
of softwood lumber from the California redwood region
increased 0.4%, Western softwood lumber production in-
creased by 4.3%. Although domestic markets for hardwood
lumber have been declining in recent years, production
remained level in 2011. The combined roundwood and for-
est chip production for pulp and OSB mills decreased by
2.0% in 2011. Softwood plywood production reversed its
trend after increasing in 2010 by declining 1.7% in 2011.
The consumption of OSB continued to exceed plywood
consumption during 2011 and has remained above plywood
consumption since 2006. Shipments of particleboard were
flat in 2011 when compared to 2010 while medium density
fiberboard (MDF) shipments increased slightly in 2011 over
2010 shipments.

Continued growth in U.S. furniture imports from China,
Vietnam, Indonesia, and Malaysia presents an increasing
problem for American furniture manufacturers and the com-
panies that supply them with nonstructural panels such as
particleboard and MDF as well as hardwood lumber. Not
only has total lumber consumed by the U.S. furniture indus-
try decreased, but the species mix has changed as well. Less
red oak lumber and parts are being used, and alternative spe-
cies such as hard maple are being used too.

The near-term outlook is one of continued weakness in the
demand for most timber products. Timber volumes supplied
by the national forest have fallen sharply in recent years. In
2011, valued at about $101 million, National forest harvest
totaled 2.1 billion board feet (bf), making up less than 1.0%
of total U.S. timber harvest, down more than 83% from the
peak in 1988.
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General Economic Trends

The U.S. economy continued to recover in 2011 from the
deep recession that began at the end of 2007. The real value
of goods and services produced in the economy, as mea-
sured by gross domestic product (GDP) adjusted for chang-
es in prices (real GDP), has now grown in each of the past
10 quarters. Employment continued to expand in 2011, and
the private sector created more than 3 million new jobs in
2010 and 2011. Economic activity, as measured by the GDP,
rose at an annual rate of 1.6% in 2011 to $13,313.4 billion
(2005 dollars). This was up from $13, 088.0 billion (2005
dollars) during 2010. U.S. economic activity as measured
by the GDP would in all likelihood be stronger if it not for
the lingering effects of the financial crisis. The reduction in
household wealth during the financial crisis and the deep re-
cession that followed appears to have restrained the growth
of consumption during the recovery. Investment in new
residential construction also remains much weaker than in
typical recoveries, a reflection of the soft demand since the
recession as well as the vast overbuilding of houses during
the years leading up to the crisis. Real GDP led the broad-
based economic growth in 2011, increasing 1.6% after hav-
ing increased 3.1% in 2010. One of the leading contributors
to economic growth in 2011 was the household sector. In
the household or home ownership sector, credit conditions
continued to improve, purchases of durable goods rose at

a robust pace. Households continued to work down debt in
2011. Growth in consumption remained restrained in part
from slow growth in nominal income. In the business sector,
investment in equipment and software posted solid gains in
2011 and global demand for U.S. goods and services was
strong. The growth in U.S. exports supported job gains in
2011 as well as the continued expansion of manufacturing
output. Conditions in residential real estate markets contin-
ued to stabilize in 2011, with a modest increase toward the
end of the year while demand for new housing stayed weak.
Most of the weakness in the new housing market can be tied
directly to the financial crisis and the problems that precipi-
tated the crisis.

New housing construction, which accounts for more than a
third of the U.S. annual consumption of softwood lumber
and structural panels and for substantial volumes of other
softwood and hardwood products, reached record lows
during 2009 and has remained weak into 2011 (Tables 1
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Figure 1. Housing starts by type of unit.

and 2, Fig. 1). Starts of single-family units accounted for
the largest portion of the decrease but multifamily hous-

ing starts also decreased during 2009. Single-family hous-
ing starts declined drastically by 74.1% while multifamily
housing starts decreased by 69.0%. Housing starts for 2009
were 554,000 as sales of new houses set a new record low
in 2009 of 374,000 units. Housing starts increased in 2011
but remain well below the historical high in 2005. The new
home ownership rate reached 69% in 2005 equaling the

all time high but has since fallen to 66.0 in 2011. Builders’
expectations for housing starts in 2011 remained weak and
were realized even though mortgage rates remain at histori-
cally low levels. Historically, repair and remodeling were an
important determinant and driver of wood product demand.
But in 2011, both remain well below the historical high set
in 2005 for housing starts and 2006 for residential improve-
ments. In 2011, starts were up slightly compared to the same
period a year earlier in 2010. Sales of new single-family
homes remained below historical levels in 2011. Sales of
new single-family homes averaged just 303,000 units in
2011. Existing home sales were up slightly in 2011 reaching
3,786,000, up 2.1% from 2010. This shows that in 2011 the
housing industry is still sluggish even as the state of the U.S.
economy continues to improve.

Shipments of manufactured housing increased slightly dur-
ing 2011 to 51,000 units, 1,000 units above the 2010 ship-
ments level.

The value of private construction put in place fell to
$506.0 billion (current dollars) in 2011, declining about



$2.9 billion from 1 year ago. Residential value was $237
billion composed of $116 billion in residential improve-
ments. Gross private domestic investment increased in 2011
for nonresidential housing units but declined for residential
housing units. Spending on new single and multifamily resi-
dential structures was $121 billion (current dollars) in 2011
compared to $269 billion for nonresidential structures.

Industrial production, an important demand determinant for
pallet lumber, containerboard, and some grades of paper,
increased 4.2% in 2011, compared to 2010 (Table 1, Fig. 2).
Output of the furniture and fixtures industry, a major mar-
ket for hardwood lumber, plywood, veneer, particleboard,
and hardboard, as measured by durable goods production,
fell 4.0% in 2011. Further decreases are likely because of
continued growth in China furniture imports. The indus-
trial production index for paper and products decreased
while the manufacturing sector index increased slightly.

Timber Production, Prices, Trade,
and Consumption

Total roundwood production increased to 12.5 billion ft3 in
2011, up from the 12.1 billion ft of production of a year
earlier (Fig. 3). This marks the second straight year of in-
creased production after four straight years of decreased
roundwood production since 2005 when roundwood pro-
duction reached a peak of 16.3 billion ft3. Roundwood has
generally been on the decline since the mid-1990s. The high
point for roundwood harvest was 1991 when total round-
wood production was 18.7 billion f3.

Lumber and the engineered wood products sectors are still
significant contributors to the current volume level, despite
overall declines in both sectors. The production of sawlogs
used in the domestic manufacture of lumber increased in
2011 to 5.1 billion ft3 after five consecutive years of falling
production. The 4.9 billion ft3 was down 35% from the peak
year of 2005 when 7.7 billion ft3 of sawlogs were produced.
This represents about 40% of total industrial roundwood
production in 2011. Softwood lumber production represent
about 48% of softwood roundwood harvest, and hardwood
Iumber made up 26% of hardwood roundwood harvest in
2011. Pulpwood, which comprises about 35% of total indus-
trial roundwood use, increased slightly from a year earlier.
Although roundwood pulpwood production has consistently
fallen since the late 1990s, the pulpwood share of industrial
roundwood production increased close to 1 billion ft3 be-
tween 1991 and 1998. During that time, roundwood used

to produce lumber increased slightly. Since 2005, the pulp-

wood share of total roundwood harvest has increased by 4%.

Lumber Production, Prices, Trade,
and Consumption

Production—An estimated 33.0 billion bf (33.0 x 10° bf)
of lumber (softwoods plus hardwoods) was produced in the
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Figure 2. Economic activity in major industrial timber
markets.
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Figure 3. Production and consumption of timber products.

United States in 2011 (Table 28). Since 1965, lumber pro-
duction has generally trended upwards, except for periods
of economic slowdown such as the mid-1970s, early 1980s,
and most currently 2006-2011. Many western mills depen-
dent on Federal timber were forced to dramatically reduce
production or close entirely. This resulted in an overall de-
cline in lumber production, shifts in production to other re-
gions, and increased levels of foreign imports. These trends
have continued through 2011.

Softwood lumber production in 2011 was about

26.8 x 109 bf (Table 28, Fig. 4), 79% of total lumber
production. Hardwood lumber production was about

6.9 x 109 bf. The overall decline in lumber production in
the 1990s was almost entirely at the expense of softwood
lumber. However, the most recent decline in lumber pro-
duction, resulting from the deepest economic downturn
since the great depression, was seen in both softwood and
hardwood lumber. Softwood lumber production from 2000
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Figure 4. U.S. lumber production by wood type, 1965-2011.
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Figure 5. U.S. lumber production by production by region,
1965-2011.

to 2005 generally trended toward record production levels,
peaking at 50.9 x 109 bf in 2005 before declining quite
severely since 2006 to production levels not seen since the
1950s. Hardwood lumber production has generally trended
downward from the high production levels of the late 1990s
before bottoming out in 2009.

In 2011, the South was the largest lumber-producing region
in the United States at 14.5 x 10° bf (Table 29, Fig. 5). The
West was the second largest region at 13.4 x 10 bf, fol-
lowed by the North at 3.4 x 10° bf. The West, although the
second largest overall producing region, has traditionally
been the largest softwood-lumber-producing region, with
nearly 99% (13.1 x 10 bf) of its total production being soft-
wood species. Softwood lumber production in the South
was about 83% of its total production, lower than the total
softwood volume of the West. The North produced

1.6 x 109 bf softwood lumber in 2011.

Until the 1990s, the West had been the largest lumber-
producing region in the United States. From 1966 until
1980, for example, more than half (55%) of all lumber
produced in the United States came from the West. Much
of this production came from old-growth timber on feder-
ally owned lands in the Pacific Coast region (Washington,
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Oregon, and California). Since the early 1980s, the propor-
tion of lumber coming from the West has slowly decreased
to just under half, because of declining levels of timber
from public lands and increasing levels of production in the
South. In the late 1980s and early 1990s, large areas of fed-
erally owned land in the West were removed from harvest.
This removal further reduced Western harvest. In 1990, the
South became the Nation’s largest lumber-producing region,
accounting for 35% of all softwood lumber and 80% of all
hardwoods. During the late 1990s, softwood lumber produc-
tion in the South and West increased. Between 2000 and
2011, softwood lumber production continued to increase

in the South and declined in the West. The West therefore
ceased being the leading softwood lumber-producing region.
Even with the overall decline in lumber production in all
regions, the South still maintains its position as the leading
softwood lumber-producing region.

Total lumber production in the North remained fairly steady
from 1965 through the early 1990s at about 4.5 x 10° bf
per year (Table 29, Fig. 5). It then increased rapidly to

9.3 x 10% bf. Nearly all of this increase was in hardwood
lumber production. However, hardwood lumber production
started to decline in 2000, brought on by the decline in the
U.S. furniture manufacturing industry, which resulted from
increased Chinese and other Asian imports. Also during this
time, the shift in fashion trends away from red oak contin-
ued. Over the past several years, the decline in hardwood
lumber production was exacerbated by the weakened state
of the U.S. economy and the downturn in the forest products
sector.

Imports and exports—In 2011, lumber imports to the
United States from all countries total 9.6 x 109 bf, other than
in 2009 a low that hasn’t been reached since 1982 (Tables
28 and 31). During the same year, exports from the United
States to all countries totaled just 1.9 x 109 bf (Tables 28
and 32). The difference, 7.7 x 109 bf, was net foreign trade,
and represented lumber consumption in the United States

in excess of that which was produced domestically. Net
foreign trade represented less than one-fourth (22%) of total
domestic lumber consumption in 2011. Except for periods
of low overall U.S. demand, including the most recent eco-
nomic downtown, lumber imports to the United States have
grown steadily since 1965. Nearly all of the growth was in
softwood lumber imports. In 1965, softwood lumber imports
total 4.9 x 109 bf. By 2005, softwood lumber imports were
24.6 x 109 bf, an increase of 19.7 x 109 bf. In contrast, hard-
wood lumber imports were 0.3 x 10° bf in 1965 and 1.1 x
10° bf in 2005. However, one major exception to this trend
is the recent weakening of economic conditions in the Unit-
ed States, which caused a dramatic reversal in the lumber
imports trend since 2008. Softwood lumber imports
dropped almost 50% from 24.7 x 10° bf in 2005 to

9.3 x 109 bf, while hardwood lumber imports dropped

from 1.1 x 10° bf in 2005 to 0.3 x 10° bf in 2011.
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Figure 6. Lumber production and consumption by wood
type, 1965-2011.

Canada has always been the principal source of lumber im-
ported into the United States (Table 31). In 2011, 93% of all
lumber imports were from Canada. Canada is the principal
source of both softwood lumber and hardwood lumber im-
ports to the United States. In 2011, nearly 95% of all soft-
wood lumber and 28% of all hardwood lumber imported to
the United States were from Canada. The percentage of soft-
wood lumber from non-Canadian sources has generally been
increasing in recent years (since 2005). Hardwood imports
from Canada as a percentage of total hardwood imports fell
fairly steadily from 1950 through the 1970s and again since
2006. Overall, the United States imported nearly 40% of
Canadian lumber production in 2011.

Lumber exports grew fairly steadily from 1965 through
1990, reaching a record high of nearly 4.5 x 109 bf in 1988
(Tables 28 and 32). Since 1988, lumber exports have fallen
to 1.9 x 10° bf in 2011. Numerous factors contributed to

the decline in lumber exports in recent years. Some of these
were reduced softwood sawtimber supplies, particularly
from the Pacific Coast, changing economic conditions in the
major importing countries, strength of the U.S. dollar in re-
lation to other world currencies, increased levels of exports
from other major timber-producing countries, and the recent
economic weakening in the United States. During the mid-
1980s and early 1990s, Japan was by far the largest single
market for U.S. exported lumber. In 1989, Japan purchased
1.6 x 109 bf of lumber (Table 32). Since then, exports to
Japan have fallen to just one-tenth of their previous level.
Canada is currently the largest single market for exported
lumber, followed closely by the European Union (EU). They
accounted for 27% and 11%, respectively, of all exports.

More than half (62%) of total exports in 1996 were soft-
wood species, 1.8 x 109 bf (Table 32). In the late 1960s and
early 1970s, softwood lumber accounted for about 85% of
total exports. Since then, softwood lumber’s share of total
exports has fallen steadily from around 78% in the 1980s
to 38% in 2005. Since 2005, however, softwood lumber ex-
ports have experienced an increasing trend and currently

sit at 88%. The 88% is misleading, as it results from the
overall drop in exports brought on by the decline in the for-
est products sector. The most important softwood lumber
export markets in 2011 were Canada, which accounted

for about 28 % of total softwood lumber exports, Japan at
10.3%, and the EU at 10.4%. All other countries accounted
for the remaining exports. Canada and the EU were the two
largest markets, respectively, for exported hardwood lumber
from the United States in 2011. China is the fastest growing
market for hardwood lumber.

Consumption—Lumber consumption in the United States
in 2011 for all uses totaled 40.8 x 109 bf, a decrease of

33.7 x 109 bf since 2005, when lumber consumption peaked
at 74.5 x 109 bf (Table 28). The record high in 2005 also
exceeded levels in the early 1900s, when lumber was the
most important raw material used in the United States for
construction, manufactured products, and shipping.

Per capita consumption in 2011 was 131 bf, a large depar-
ture from the record high of 251 bf in 2005 (Table 28). The
decline in per capita consumption continued as a result of
the decline in wood products markets until 2010 when per
capita consumption increased to 125, the first increase since
2005. This level of consumption is still dramatically below
the early 1900s, when consumption exceeded 225 bf per
person.

Overall, about 63.5% of the lumber consumed in 2011 was
used for housing, with 24.3% used for the construction of
new units, and 39.2% of consumption for the upkeep and
improvement of existing units. New nonresidential construc-
tion (including railroads) accounted for about 13.8%. Lum-
ber consumption used for shipping (pallets, containers, and
dunnage) accounted for 15.6%. The remaining 7.1% was for
all other uses. The “all other” category includes an unknown
amount of lumber used for other construction purposes such
as nonresidential upkeep and improvements.

In 2011, 34.4 x 10° bf of the 40.8 x 10° bf of lumber con-
sumed in the United States was softwood species, or about
84% (Table 28, Fig. 6). Slight annual variations in the
percentage of softwood and hardwood lumber used are
common, and are a result of differing levels of activity in
the various end use markets and variations in species con-
sumption between them. About 97% of the lumber used in
new housing in 2011 was estimated to have been softwood
species. This amount is roughly equivalent to lumber use in
2005. The increase in percentage of softwood lumber used
in housing was largely due to a decline in hardwood floor-
ing use, and rapid increase in house size that occurred in
the 90s, which required larger amounts of softwood dimen-
sion lumber for framing. Increased use of engineered wood
products in recent years, substituting for dimension lumber
in both residential and nonresidential construction, tended
to reduce the softwood percentage. Even with the variations
caused by differences in end use markets, softwood lumber
consumption as a percentage of total lumber consumption
has remained around 83% since the 1960s.
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Figure 7. Price indexes for softwood lumber, 1965-2011.
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Figure 8. Price indexes for hardwood lumber, 1965-2011.
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Figure 9. Production of glulam, Ijoists, and laminated
veneer, 1980-2011.

Prices—Overall, softwood lumber prices rebounded in 2011
but remained below the record high set during 2004. The
actual producer price index for softwood lumber was

77.8 in 2011 (1997 = 100), down from 101.6 in 2004 and
slightly below 1 year ago (Table 35, Fig. 7). Historically,
the producer price index for lumber rose rapidly between
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1965 and 1979, from 14.0 to 57.2. This represented an aver-
age increase of about 10.3% per year. A mild recession in
the early to mid-1980s depressed lumber prices during the
early years of the decade. It wasn’t until late in the decade
that prices again reached record levels. On average, lumber
prices increased just 1.9% per year during the 1980s. The
price index again began to move upward in the early 1990s
due in part to the effect on the sawmill industry from timber
harvest reductions in the West. Since 1995, the softwood
lumber producer price index has fluctuated from a relative
low of 86.5 in 1995 to a high of 101.6 in 2004, and ba