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COPY
Beirut, Syria,
January 20, 1921.

ROOM 1008
RECEIVED
MAY - 21921
Frederik Bird’, Esq?®.,
American Vice Consul in Charge,
Beirut, Syria

Sir:
In compliance with you request, | make the following statement concerning the
political conditions in the Caucasus and the interior of Asia Minor as | have recently
observed them.

It was with the knowledge and consent of Admiral Bristol, the American
High Commissioner in Constantinople, that | made the journey under the auspices
of the American Y. M. C. A. for the purpose of investigating conditions and report-
ing on the same, so that our office might have some data to work on before deter-
mining when and where to locate our organization.

® Kautz Family YMCA Archives, University of Minnesota Libraries, Minneapolis (MN),
USA: International Division: Box -Turkey 1884-1929.

7 dptinphy 0. Pppn (Suy. 1896 e.). tinkil & wuibiphlywt Ywnudhp fuwsh waluwwnwyhg,
1920 . Jwpwh 8-hu upwuwlyby b PEpnuend UUL-h tinfuhjnuywwnnu (inb'u Register of
the Department of the State, Washington DC:Government Printing Office 1922, 92).

8 Esquire - Eupnyp' wwuwdwynp whwnnu Uughwnd, bwdwlwgpnigjuu dby Esq.
hwwwynwip gnpdwdynid | twl wqujwqupd wywpnu hdwuwnny:
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| left Constantinople August 7™, 1920, on the U. S. Destroyer WHIPPLE,
217, and, after brief stops at Konstanza®, Sebastopol'® and Yialti", we arrived in
Batoum'. From Batoum | proceeded to Tiflis and Armenia. In Erivan | had an in-
terview with the Minister of War™ and several cabinet ministers™ and was im-
pressed with their desire to establish the new republic on the firm moral, educa-
tional and financial basis. But they deplored the lack of men and money to carry
out their purposes. From all the evidences | saw they appeared to me as men who
were making bricks without straw and terribly handicapped because of the political
agitations and the uncertainty and unrest of the people. Refugees were coming and
going most [of] the time, and it would seem as if hundreds of them were on a per-
petual joy ride, going from one place to another without any particular aim or pur-
pose in life. There was a great deal of poverty in the city: a great deal of laziness
and unconcern on the part of a great many people. Some of them complained of
the terror of the Bolsheviks which threatened them on the borderlines. Some of
the companies of people to whom | spoke in public audience | informed that the
Bolsheviks they needed to fear where the Bolsheviks that were right at their own
door, - the Bolsheviks of dirt, and laziness, and fleas, indifference, unconcern with
regard to the great moral issues of the time.

| had an interview with the Armenian Catholico[u]s'"®, a man of great physi-
cal, but of rather mediocre mental caliber. He complained bitterly because Ameri-
ca had not assumed the political mandate of Armenia, and was rather resentful of
America’s attitude in bringing under her influence so many thousands of Armenian
orphans, as if he were afraid of America was there for religious propaganda and
not with the sincere desire to meet the necessities of the situation. | informed him,
rather warmly, that, although America had not assumed the political mandate of
Armenia, she has assumed the food mandate of Armenia and had fed thousands of
orphans and poor refugees who, for her help, would surely have starved to death:
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she had assumed the clothing mandate of Armenia, and had clothed multitudes of
poor naked men, women and children who would have perished but for her help:
she had assumed the educational mandate of Armenia and was educating at that
moment thousands of boys and girls, giving them the rudiments of an education so
that they might go out into the world better prepared to work out their own salva-
tion: she had assumed the industrial mandate of Armenia and had given thousands
of men and women an opportunity to learn various trades, so that they might sup-
port themselves by their own handiwork: and that the Armenians ought to be eter-
nally grateful to America for the noble part she had played when all other nations
apparently were indifferent to their please. He seemed somehow impressed by this
statement and volunteered an expression of appreciation for that America had
done along these lines.

The Armenians in the Caucasus have not been very successful in command-
ing themselves to the favorable consideration of many American workers. There
seems to be a different type of Armenians in the Caucasus to what | have met with
in the territory of Turkey. They have lacked educational advantages and moral and
physical and spiritual tones are very much lower. They appear to me to be a differ-
ent grade of individual. There are some finer elements amongst them, however,
and it is to those finer elements that the Armenian people must look for leadership
and redemption.

In Alexandropol the Near East Relief Committee * * are gathering to orphans
into a common center. Here there are several thousands in most capacious orpha-
nages with plenty of open[-Jair space and indoor room. The orphanages have
splendidly conducted schools and hospitals, and industries are in full operation,
and there is every evidence of a magnificent work being done. Surely the hope of
the Armenian Republic lies in these thousands of boys and girls who are to be un-
der American tutelage for several years to come. If it were not for this work and
the bright prospects of its success, | should have very little confidence in the future
of the Armenian Republic. The fear of a great many Armenians has been that the
onrushing tide of Bolshevism might inundate their land and their Government,
and, from which | saw and heard during my brief visit in the capital of the Republic
and other cities, | should not be at all surprised if their fears were realized. It may
be that the Government will have to accept Bolshevism to save itself. Many are still
hoping that help will come to them from America, both as an administrative and a
financial kind. There is great disappointment everywhere, of course, that America
did not assume the mandate, but more or less appreciation for all America has
done for the relief of the people during the war and these last days of crisis.
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In the Republic of Georgia there was evidently a more substantial govern-
ment. In Tiflis conditions seemed quite normal, except that the streets were
crowded with Russian refuges evidently of the better class, many of whom were
well-dressed and seemed to possess all the money necessary to sustain life and to
produce a certain kind of happiness. There was the Bolshevik Commission'® in Tif-
lis, and the members of that Commission were evidently desirous of making them-
selves conspicuous, as they were frequently seen touring the city in a large auto-
mobile with the flag of the Soviet government waving above them. A great many of
the people also where inclined to Bolshevism, particularly among the laboring
classes. Batoum especially being under the head of the labor people. It would not
surprise me to find that Georgia had adopted the Soviet form of government, and
with Georgia and Armenia in the hands of the Bolsheviks they would have a high-
way to Persia.

The conditions of the Greek refugees in Batoum when | was there in Sep-
tember was rather deplorable. Hundreds of them had been brought down by the
Greek Government to the coast, for the purpose of transporting them to Thrace or
to other parts occupied by the Greeks, but unfortunately they were detained in
Batoum, and with no food and very miserable accommodations they were allowed
to shift for themselves and presented a most pitiable appearance. Scabies, malaria,
and malnutrition and even the black plague entered their midst and decimated
their ranks, and it was not until the American relief workers and doctors came on
the ground that any attempt was made to save life or to secure cleanliness and
provide medical attention. So impressed was | with the miserable conditions of the
people that before help had reached them from the Near East Relief],] | threatened
the doctors of the city to wire the Government at Athens if no attempt was made to
relieve the situation. When | returned from my visit to Armenia[,] | found condi-
tions much improved. The plague was being fou8ght with fine success and the city
had brought under sanitary conditions that made it possible that the disease that
had been so rampant would be stamped out.

In the early part of October | reached Samsoun' for the purpose of going
the interior. All through Anatolia the conditions appeared very favorable. Peace
and prosperity seemed to prevail all along the line. The great military highway
from the interior, leading to the coast, was daily thronged with caravans of camels,
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mules and ox-teams, laden with the products of the country, taking them to the
coast for shipment to Constantinople and other parts. The road was well policed by
the Nationalists'. Everywhere | went | was received with very courteous considera-
tion and given every opportunity to carry on my work. Public officials in Samsoun
and in Marsovan'® were very gracious and courteous. It was not until | arrived in
Sivas® that | experienced any difficulty with thegovernment authorities. There |
was hel[d] up and unable to proceed to Harpoot?. Dr. Dodd, of Near East whom |
met there, thought it expedient to proceed to Angora® to interview Mustapha
Kemal, for the purpose of persuading him to instruct military service of the interior
to let up on their restrictions to Americans and give them more freedom of action.
What success he had | do not know but a few days later word came that we could
proceed to Harpoot.

In Harpoot | found the relations seemed strained between the government
officials and the American relief workers, chiefly perhaps because of the suspicions
of the Government that the Kurds were favorable to Americans and antagonistic to
the Turks. Mr. Riggs, | am sure, was very noble in his dealings with the Turkish
Government, and no man could have been wiser or more discreet in his attempts
to conciliate the officials and persuade them of his neutrality than Mr. Riggs.

In November we reached Diarbekir? and Urfa®. | found no difficulty in get-
ting out of Diarbekir, but in Urfa, with several other Americans who had been
there for from four to six months, | was detained by the Turkish authorities, the
Mutifsurriff® informing us that he could not permit us to leave the city because of
fighting on the west side of the Euphrates. He was very courteous in his reception
of us but very insistent in his denial of our request that we be permitted to proceed
on our journey to Aleppo. He informed us that he was holding us for our good, as
he did not wish us to run into any danger that might involve him in controversy
with the American Government. We were very careful to be obedient to the rules
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and regulations of the city government, but when we learned from Turkish officers
that the way was open and that it was perfectly safe to proceed to Aleppo, Dr. Ste-
wart and the other Americans decided to leave the city without permission. They
made a last appeal to the Mutifsurriff, but when they were again denied, they con-
sidered that they were within their rights to leave without his knowledge. With the
party of orphans they had brought down from Mardin??[,] they left the city on De-
cember the 27" and, making a wide detour south across the river at Rakka in Arab
territory, they proceeded without detention or molestation to Aleppo, where they
arrived a few days later. This act on the part of the Americans provoked the Tur-
kish officials. | went immediately to see the Mutifsurriff and told him for what rea-
son the Americans had gone, -- that it was with no desire to disregard his wishes
but simply because they had important business to attend to and they felt they
ought not to be detained. In a few days the Mutifsurriff was somewhat reconciled to
their departure., and as | especially urged permission to leave for myself, he said
he would make a special appeal to the higher authorities and would let me know in
a few days if | might go. About a week later he informed me that he had been given
permission to allow the Americans proceed on their journey. We were escorted to
the border by a Turkish officer and entertained by him at Berejik? over night. The
following morning we made [our] way across the Euphrates, with proper creden-
tials to the Governor of Gerobalus®®, who furnished us with a Turkish gendarme
and a Turkish flag for the purpose of protection along the highway to Membidhe?.

At Membidge we found the Arabs were in occupation, and that Hachem Pa-
sha®, the Chief of the Arab tribe opposing the French forces, made his headquar-
ters there. We had an interesting interview with him and found considerable ex-
citement among the Arab population, and a great many Bedouin solders from the
desert fully armed and equipped for warfare. The informed us that they would
soon drive the French out of Bab® and proceed to occupy the city of Aleppo. The
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were very resentful of French occupation and determined at all hazards to fight for
their liberty and independence. From Membidge we proceeded to Bab, where we
found the French occupying the city. A French aeroplane came out to meet us,
evidently with the intention of discovering who we were. We proceeded to the
headquarters and had an interesting interview with the French Colonel, who as-
sured us that the road was open and perfectly safe to Aleppo. We found the road
well policed and had no difficulty in reaching the city.

From Aleppo to Ryak* there were French troops on the train, with machine
guns on flat oars, and no trouble was encountered on the journey and the train
arrived practically on time in Beirut.

As far as the Nationalist government is concerned, in the interior the Tur-
kish people seem to accept it without any antagonism. It was not until we arrived
within the zone of occupation by the French that we had found any alarming or
disturbing conditions, but there is a very general feeling that the French occupa-
tion of the country is detrimental to the best interests of the people.

Respectfully,
(Signed) C. F. H. CRATHERN
Field Secretary
Y.M. C. A
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