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 Gayane Shakhkyan 
The Western Armenian Towns Erznka and Erzrum in the Writings 

of German Travelers 

Many German travelers have visited both Eastern and Western 
Armenia in the 19th century to conduct researches there. In the mentioned 
period Armenia was under the rule of the Ottoman Empire. The econo-
mic and social hard conditions of Armenian people were drawing the 
attention of foreign authors for years. 

Within the frames of the present article I have weighed up the cases 
of the towns of Erznka and Erzrum, since Erznka has been considered a 
spiritual center of Armenia for centuries, beginning from the heathen pe-
riod; and Erzrum, having been situated on the crossroad of the adjacent 

directions from the east to the west, and from the north to the south, was 
always presenting an interest for foreign authors.  

Erzrum has also been considered the greatest town of the Western 
Armenia in the East and was an apple of discord for the neighboring 
countries because of its favorable geographic position. 

 


