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At the beginning of the 8th century the lands of Greater Armenia as 
well as the lands of Caucasian Iberia (K art li) and Albania ( k ) 
conquered by the Muslims were included into the administrative unit 
(Arab. vilayet) of the Arab Caliphate named Arminiya. In academic lite-
rature, it is accepted to write that at the early stage of the conquests the 
Arabs-Muslims were tolerant of other creeds. They really were, although 
in the 8th century it is impossible to find in Armenian or Georgian 
sources information about construction of new churches on the territory 
of Arminiya while the whole preceding period in Christian history of 
Armenia, Iberia and Albania (4th-7th centuries) was marked with a boom 
of building such religious facilities. Moreover, in the very centre of the 
largest cities of Arminiya, often in close proximity to an ancient church, 
cathedral mosques began to tower. This fact was acknowledged by Arab 
and Persian geographers and travelers of the 10th century who would visit 
this northern region. 

The construction boom of building mosques in Arminiya was to 
begin after the Abbasid dynasty came to power in the caliphate in 750. 
As is generally known, under the Abbasids the process of Islamization 
of all the non-Muslim population of the caliphate moved faster, since 
henceforth neophyte Muslims were given the same rights at the Arabs-
Muslims. They were not only exempted from paying a burdensome poll 
tax (Arab. jizyah), but also could be engaged into the management of the 
Pan-Islamic caliphate. In spite of essential privileges, it is impossible to 
speak of mass peaceful conversion of the population of Arminiya into the 
Islam, as was the case of the Christian population of neighboring Syria or 
the Zoroastrian population of neighboring Iran. 

On the contrary, among Armenian and Georgian sources of the 8th

11th centuries, several martyrologies are known, in which a number of 
Christian princes of the vilayet of Arminiya were excruciated by Arab 
authorities for their refusal to adopt Islam. In fact the authors of such 
hagiographical writings set themselves the task of persuading their 
audience in the exceptional superiority of Christianity over Islam, so the 
contents of these works were not always in keeping with historical 
reality. But it does not mean that we have to deny completely the facts of 
                                                           
1 The authors acknowledge Saint-Petersburg State University for a research grant 
5.38.283.2014 
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forcible islamization of Armenian nobility described in such writings. 
Moreover, in historical Armenian literature at the turn of the 10th century, 
there are important evidences that in winter of 853-854, the Arab 
administration of Arminiya put 150 Armenian princes to death of martyrs 
for their refusal to adopt Islam, and the Armenian Church made a 
memorable date in connection with this national tragedy. In 855, dozens 
of mutinous princes from this Christian vilayet were exiled to the capital 
of the caliphate. Only a few people who agreed to renounce Christianity 
openly in favor of the new religion survived.  

There also occurred cases of Islamization of the population trought 
marriages between Arab and Armenian nobility. Most of such noblemen 
engaged in mixed marriages, were taking on Arabic names, often added 

al-Armani  
 


