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SHAVARSH AZATYAN

THE LITERARY AND HISTORICAL BACKGROUND
OF THE LEGEND ABOUT THE MARTYRDOM
OF THE OSKEANS

Keywords: Legend, martyrology, Khryusi-Oski, Tatian, Tsakhkotn, Arta-
shés, Sat‘enik, Bagrevand, Vagharshakert-Alashkert, mythol-
ogy, Vruir, book of life.

The legend about the Oskeans’ martyrdom was most probably written in the
V-VI centuries. This text is of special significance for source study and historiog-
raphy.

On the basis of Tatian’s testimony and using folklore motifs, Armenian clergy-
men created a narrative which became widespread among the people who were still
adherents of the pagan faith.

The narration sheds light on certain issues related to the administrative structure
of Armenia in the Sth—6th centuries. It also contributes to filling the gaps in the his-
tory of the spreading of Christianity. A number of historic data help us clarify some
questions concerning the hierarchy of the Armenian Church. The legend also con-
cerns social and political events of the early Middle Ages. It contains unique pieces
of information on old settlements and on paganism in Ancient Armenia.



IIABAPII A3BATSH

JIMTEPATYPHAS U HCTOPUYECKASI OCHOBA CKA3AHHUA
O MYYEHUYECTBE BOCKAHOB

KiroueBbie ciioBa:  Ckazanme, mapTtupoior, Xpiocu-Bocku, Tatman, IlaxkotH,
Aprtamec, Carenuk, barpesann, Bamamkepr-Anamkept, Mu-
¢omorus, Bpyiip, KHUTa )KH3HU.

Cxkazanne o BocksiHax, HamMcaHHOE, 0 Bceil BeposTHOCTH B V—VI BB., uMeeT
00JIBIIYI0 HCTOYHIUKOBETIECKYIO M HCTOPHOTpadIecKyro HEeHHOCTh. OCHOBBIBAsICh
Ha cBUIETEILCTBE TaTnana, apMsIHCKHE CBSIICHHUKH, UCTIONE3YS (POTBKIOPHEIE MO-
THUBBI, CO31aJI1 IIOBECTBOBAHUE, ITOJIYYUBIIIEE HIMPOKOE PACIPOCTPAHEHUE B HAPOJE,
€IlIe HE OTOIICAIIEM OT SI3bIYECTBA.

[ToBecTBOBaHME MPOJMUBAET CBET HA HEKOTOPBIE BOMPOCHI, Kacaroiuecs ajaMu-
HUCTPATUBHOTO YCTPOUCTBA CPEAHEBEKOBON APMEHHH, a TAKIKE CIIOCOOCTBYET BOC-
MTOJIHEHUIO HEKOTOPBIX MPOOEIOB B UCTOPHH PACIPOCTPAHEHUSI XPUCTHAHCTBA. Psj
HUCTOPUYECKUX JIAaHHBIX JAET BO3MOXKHOCTh COCTaBUTD LIEJIOCTHOE MIPEACTABIEHUE O
CTPYKType apMAHCKOM LepkBU. [loBecTBOBaHHME KacaeTcsi TaKK€ HEKOTOPBIX
COLIMABHBIX Y TIOJUTHYECKUX COOBITHI paHHETo cpeaHeBeKoBhs. CkazaHue coaep-
KUT YHUKAIBHYI0 WH()OPMAITMIO 0 HEKOTOPHIX IOCEICHUAX APECBHEH ApMEHHH, a
TaK¥XKC O A3bIYCCKBIX BEPOBAHHUAX.



