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MONTE MATEVOSYAN

INDIVIDUAL TEMPLE MODELS AS RELIQUARIES

Keywords: Middle Ages, Armenian art, temple models, reliquaries,
church, column.

Temple models have been widely used in medieval Armenian art. They mainly
occur in ecclesiastical architecture and miniature painting. There also exist temple
models used as decorations for upper parts of columns. They symbolize the Jerusa-
lem Temple and may have served as reliquaries, which is corroborated by historical
sources. This supposition is also confirmed by the existence of holes for metal doors
on the temple models, as well as by the information that Christian rites were per-
formed around such columns.

MOHTE MATEBOCSIH

OTAEJIBHBIE MOJIEJIU XPAMOB KAK PEJINMKBAPUN

Knarouesble cioBa:  CpeHEBEKOBbE, apMSIHCKOE HCKYCCTBO, MOJENb Xpama, pe-
JIMKBAapUH, LIEPKOBb, KOJIOHHA.

Mogenu XxpaMOB UMeNH 0OJIBIIOE PACTIPOCTPAHEHNE B CPETHEBEKOBOM apMsIH-
CKOM HCKyccTBE. OHM B OCHOBHOM SIBJSUTUCH YacThIO IIEPKOBHOW apXUTEKTYpBI, a
TaKkKe U300pakajauch B KHIDKHOM MUHHaTIope. BeTpedaroTest Takke Moaenu xpa-
MOB, YKpaliarouie Bepx KojJoHHbl. OHH CUMBONM3HPYIOT MepycannMckuil Xxpam.
Bo03M0KHO, OHU CITy>KHJIH PEIMKBAPUSAMH, YTO MMOATBEP)KIAETCS TaHHBIMU UCTOPH-
YECKHUX UCTOYHUKOB. DTO MPEATOIOKEHNE MTOAKPEIUIETCS TAKKE TeM (PakToM, 4To
Ha MOJIETISIX BUAHBI OTBEPCTHSI OT METAJUTMYECKON TBEPKH, a TaKXKe CBEACHUSIMHU O
MIPOBEJCHUH XPUCTHAHCKUX LIEPEMOHUIN BOKPYT HEKOTOPBIX KOJIOHH TaKOTO poJa.



