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T10 [TOBOAY KYABTOBO-PUTYAABHON 3HAUMMOCTU KOBPA
AIIIXYHAPK ITOT'OCAH
PezwwmMme

Bo MHOIMX TPapMIMOHHBIX OGHIYAfSX U 0OpSAAax apMfAH KOBep (hbUIypUpYeT
KaK KYABTOBO-PUTYaABHEIM IIpeAMeT (0OpsSA HM3rOTOBAEHHS MUDPpPa, cBapeOHHIEe U MO-
XOpOHHEie OODSARI, oOpsa MpHeMa rocred U Ap.). B HeKoTopmix 3THorpadpuyecKux
obracTax ApMEHHMH KpOMe TOro IPOCTPAHCTBO KOBPA(IIOAE) aCCOmMUHPYETCS C 3eM-
Aeil ¥ Ha3kIBaeTCcdA "Tall,” 4TO O3HaYaeT POBHOE IIOAe, [IOBEPXHOCTh 3eMAHU. [IpuueM,
3TO KacaeTcsd KOBPOB KDAacHOIO HBETa, YTO, KaK OTMEYaloT apabCKHe WCTOYHHUKH
IX —XI BB., Ipucyllle paHHECPEAHEBEKOBRIM apMAHCKUM KoBpaM. O000IIeHHe HCTO-
PHUKOC-3THOTpa(pUYeCKUX U HU300pa3WTEeABHBIX HCTOUYHHKOB BLUIBASIET MH(POAOTHYIEC-
KUK o5pa3 ApeBHEHIEero ROBPa, KOTOPHIE B MHDPOBO33PEHHAX HAIUHWX IIPEAKOB BOC-
NPHUHUAMAACA CAKPAALHBIM [IPOCTPAaHCTBOM, HCTOYHHMKOM KHU3HH H BEYHOCTH IPUPO-
Abl. TakuM 06pa3oM, MEPBOHGYAALHO KOBeD GRIA KYABTOBO-PUTYAABHHIM IIPEAMETOM
U CYUTAACAd TaOyHMPOBAHHEIM CAKpPAALHRIM IPOCTPaHCTBOM, NpeApHa3HAYEHHEIM AAS
BOCCEAQHHS OOTOB, @ B AGABHEHIIIEM — KOPOAEH U 3AMTHL.

ON THE QUESTION OF THE CULT AND RITUAL
SIGNIFICANCE OF THE CARPET

ASHCHUNDJ POGHOSYAN
Summary

In many Armenian customs and traditions carpet figures as a ritual and magic object
(ceremony of the myrr preparation, rites of hospitality, etc). In some ethnographic regions of Ar-
menia the space (field) of the carpet is associated with the earth and is called *“Tap”, which means
even field, the earth’s surface. It concerns the red carpets and, as the Arabian sources of X —XI
centuries mention, that is characteristic of early medieval Armenijan carpets. Armenian carpets in
general are characterised by their composition and ornaments. In this perspective a wide range of
historical-ethnographical and iconographical sources reveal the mythological idea of the ancient
carpet, which was perceived in cur ancestors world as a space, the source of the life and of the
Nature’s eternity. So, originally, the carpets were cult-ritual objects. They were considered to be
tabu-sacred space for enthronment of the gods and later — the kings and important persons.



