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Abstract 
The Muslim grave revealed in 1989 at excavation in the territory of the Derbent settlement of 
Albano-Sarmatian and Sasanian periods (the 1-6th centuries AD) is considered in the article. The 
burial was made in a stone box-cista according to the Islamic funeral ceremony. The rectangular 
tombstone with relief Arab inscriptions on the face and the incised drawings of weapon (a board, 
a saber, a bow, a quiver, an arrow) on the back side was found near the tomb. According to an 
epitaph, the stele was established over burial to Vali-Shah, the son of Shakil, which was awarded 
title shahid al-sa'id “the happy shahid (the martyr for belief)” and which was killed in 915 
A.H./April, 1509 – April, 1510. This date is coordinated with data of written sources about 
military actions at the walls of Derbent in 915 A.H. when the shah Ismail’s troops undertook a 
successful siege of the city. Judging by his name and design of the stele, Vali-Shah was the 
representative of the Safavid military nobility who died at the walls of Derbent. Unfortunately, 
the mentions of this participant of military events of the beginning of the 15th century A.D. were 
not found in written sources. 
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