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Abstract 
The article deals with the image of Alexander the Great in the Ossetian legends. If in the Persian 
and Talysh folklore Alexander the Great is demonic and two-horned, that is why he hides his 
secret, then in the Ossetian folklore he is described as a brave young warrior and a wise king who 
neglected the practice of killing the elderly. This tradition cannot go back to either the European 
Scythians or the Sakas, who successfully fought with Alexander. Its carriers could be only the 
population of Bactria and Sogdiana conquered by him, for whom Alexander eventually became 
their “native” ruler. Indeed, Strabo testifies the interference of the Greek conqueror in the 
customs of the Bactrians: “The land outside the walls of the metropolis of the Bactrians looks 
clean, yet most of the land inside the walls is full of human bones; but that Alexander broke up 
the custom”. Plutarch confirms a similar Alexander’s introduction among the Sogdians. The 
connection of the name of Alexander with the ancient custom of senicide was preserved in the 
memory of the descendants of the Bactrians the Tajiks, for example, in the story Father’s 
Advices. Probably, the penetration of this motif into the folklore of the Ossetians is connected 
with the conquest of Bactria by their Alanian ancestors, the Aso-Yuezhi. 
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