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Abstract 
The idea of combining the efforts of Central Asian countries and China to develop trade and 
economic relations of the region with Western countries was announced by President XI Jinping 
in the capital of Kazakhstan Astana (modern Nur Sultan) September 7, 2013. Here for the first 
time was announced the name of the global project – "One belt – one road", which defined the 
foreign policy interests of China, primarily in the countries of Central Asia and Middle East, and 
concerned various areas of development of many countries and regions of the world: security, 
socio-cultural, political, diplomatic and civilizational aspects of their existence. Along with the 
obvious advantages of attracting Chinese investment, developing infrastructure and expanding 
cooperation in the Chinese market, the Central Asian countries faced a number of problems 
caused by this cooperation. Protests against the implementation of Chinese projects in 
Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan in 2016-2019 revealed the problem areas of cooperation between the 
countries within the framework of the Chinese initiative. 
In this article, the authors analyse how the Central Asian countries benefit from large-scale 
cooperation with China and what explains the inner opposition to its development. 
 
Keywords: China, Central Asia, Trade and Economic Relations, One Belt — One Road, Belt and 
Road Initiative 
 

 
           -

         
       ( . - ) 7  2013 
.        – “   –  
”,     ,     

     ,      
     : , , -

     .    
,     ,  
      ,   

    ,        
“   —  ”.       

    2016-2019 .       
  .  

    ,     
          
. 

 
 : ,  , -  ,  



206 Caucaso-Caspica IV

 —  ,     
 

.   “   —  ” (  — ) -
  ,      -

  (  — ) —     ,  
          

   .        II .  . .   
XVII .        ,  

    .  
   (  — )     -

    .    
,   -   ,     .  

  ,         
  ,       ,  

    ,   -
    (Shi 2016). 

         : , 
  ,   ,  , 

    ,  ,   .   
 ,         . 
,         -

   —    2019 .   -
 -     2016-2019 .   

    (   2019). 
          

    ,    : 
1. ,         
  ,       . 

2.          , 
      ,   
 . 

3.         
      . 

 
      .   

 –  XXI .     ,  -
          
   . 

        . 
    ,    :  (  

    ,         
  )   (        



Caucaso-Caspica IV 207

    ) (Islam 2019: 5). 
  ,    , : 

      ,   
      (  2010: 132),  
 ,     , 

,  ,  .  XVII . 
     . 
   — ,    “   

”  “    ”—  ,     
  ,       : 

1.   ,     
        

 . 
2.         

        . 
3.         
 (Arvis/Rastogl 2014: 12). 

4.     ,    
         

     . 
5.   ,   

 ,      
(Grieger 2016). 

       
  -  ,     

    . 
      :  — ; 

 —  —  — ;  —   —  
;  — ;  —   —  — ; 

 —  — ,      (Zhao 2015).1 
       :   

         
      -  . 

      ,   
  .  ,    , 

        
,       ,   

   ,      , 
      ,    

1 Liu M., [ Liu da jingji zoulang,  [Six Economic Corridors, Belt and Road Portal]”, 
(2018), https://www.yidaiyilu.gov.cn/zchj/rcjd/60644.htm,  (    10. 05. 2019). 



208 Caucaso-Caspica IV

 (Dong et al. 2019). 
 25-27  2019 .       

 “   —  ”.    37    -
.    “ ”   2019 ,     

  173   125   29  
.2       -

 “ ”  ,       
    . 

       ,  
    ,     

    .      
   ,      

     .      
 ,        

     . 
     ,    

 “   ”.       
  .      -

 : - , - ,   - -
  ,      .  

 ,         -
 ,        

   (Jeong 2015: 4-7).     -
          

    ,       
   .      , 
          

(Zhou 2014: 21).   ,      
           

,     . 
          

     - .      
    ,     -

,   ,    ,   
 ,    .     

   ,     .  
          

        , 

2 “China Focus: Belt and Road Initiative Makes Solid Progress, Embraces Brighter Future: Report”, Xinhua 
(2019),  http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2019-04/23/c_137999264.htm , (    10. 05. 
2019). 



Caucaso-Caspica IV 209

  . 
      , 

         . 
 

  -      
.           

 ,            
81,02   2007   199,83    2017 .  -

   9,5%.       59,73    2007 
   100,32   2017 ,     

5,3%.         21,29   99,51  
,    16,7%.      

      .3 
   (ESI) ,   

      .   ,  
  .   ,  2007  2017   , 

   29  20  (  100).     ,   
    .  ,     -

,       ,    
   (Jiang/Wang 2018: 129-130). 

 2018           
     (RCA)   -

        -
  3-   1985  (SITC).    2007-2017  

,         
 (  ),        

       (  ), 
      (Jiang/Wang 2018: 133). 

      (TDC) ,  
       ,  , ,   

   (Tang 2018: 19-20). 
 

  .  —   ,  
    .    

  ,       ,  
  , .    ,   

 ,         
.  2005      –  
   ,  2009     -

3 UN Comtrade Database, (2017),  https://comtrade.un.org/,  (    10. 05. 2019). 



210 Caucaso-Caspica IV

.4       ,   
   . 

    .      
,             

   ,       
  ,       
          , 

  . 
 2012   20      -

    .       
,   ,     
,     ,    . ,  

,  ,  ,   . 
        .   

  10000       
,   ,     -
,  ,  ,  (Tursynbayeva 

2018).       ,   
          

. 
       

   : 
1.         

.  
2.       -

 .  
3.  —       -

  .   ,   ,  
  .  

4.         
      . 

       .   -
  50%    ( /  2018: 135).    

   91,5%         
  (Arvis/Rastogl 2014).     -

    ,     2019   
  . 
 , ,      ,  

     .    

4  M., “        ” (2012), 
https://regnum.ru/news/1518544.html,  (    10. 05. 2019).



Caucaso-Caspica IV 211

     ,  
        -

,        ,     
     :   
 ,        

.          ,  
         

,           2016 ,  
        .  2019  
    ,       -

.  ,    ,  
         

  . ,    
-         :  

    ,     
   .5 

 ,       , 
    2019 ,  “  ”,  

,         
55 ,   4   .      

            
     .6   ,   

    ,   
         .  

        
  :     —   

  ,      , 
    .  ,  

 ,         2010-  .  
,   , ,     

,  ,      . 
 

  .       -
      - ,   

     .    

5 “         ?”  (2019), 
https://russiancouncil.ru/analytics-and-comments/analytics/antikitayskie-protesty-v-kazakhstane-dlya-
rossiyskikh interesov/ ,  (    10. 05. 2019).
6  ., “  .         

”, (2019),  https://carnegie.ru/commentary/80155, (    10. 05. 2019). 



212 Caucaso-Caspica IV

     ,    . 
     ,   ,  -

    .   ,   
     :     500  

 ,  5,34     2017 ,    
 5,42 .      1,8  
 (Jiang/Wang 2018: 129-130). 

        
      2018  2019 :  

   ,      - , 
     .   

,      ,   
    ,    

      .  ,  
           . 

  ,        
 ,     -   .7 

 
  .         

   ,       .   
     .    2017 ,  

     2,75  ,  
 ,  ,   ,  

1,47 .        -
 ,        

,       ,  
 2013 .  582  -    80 

       (Kurbonov 2018). 
       ,   

  .   ,     
   ,      

 (Kuchins et al. 2015: 41) 
        

         , 
      ,      

     (Dwivedi 2006: 139-159). 

7 “  —   ,     ” -    -
  “  ”,   (2019), https://www.novayagazeta. ru/articles/  -

2019/11/08/82632 -strah-i-nenavist-na-solton-sary, (    10. 05. 2019).



Caucaso-Caspica IV 213

 
  .     2019     

   200    , , -
,  ,   .    , 

        ,  1,35  
, ,      ,     -

 : 1,3   0,05  .  , 
 , ,      . 

,     ,    : , 
,   .  2018      50    

, ,  ,      -
       .   

   (1,2 )  .  ,  
         

   ,        , 
    .8 

 
    .    

   .        68% 
(6,6    ).      , 

     ,        
       .  6,94   
       0,37 . (Shi 2016) .9 

  , ,        
      2010  (      

 )      
  (Stanojevic 2016: 150-151).  ,    -

           
.          

2013          
 . 

    ,        
        (  

 0,87%).  ,   ,    ,  
0,9%   .10    ,    -

 ,         
  ,         

8  ., “        ”, 
(2014), http://www.dialog.tj/news/news20614,  (    10. 05. 2019).
9 UN Comtrade Database, (2017), https://comtrade.un.org/,  (    10. 05. 2019).
10National Bureau of Statistics of China, (2018), http://www.stats.gov.cn/tjsj/ndsj/2018/indexeh.htm, (  

  10. 05. 2019).



214 Caucaso-Caspica IV

        . 
 

.     ,   
,    -  . ,   
,     ,     

 ,      -     
. 

  ,    
   ,    .     
       .      

        . 
  ,  ,  ,  

 —    ,    
 . 

  ,    -    
 , ,       

        ,   ,   
   ,      . 
     ,  

      :   
        ,  

,   ;         
          ; 

         ; 
           

   ;    -
       ; 

     . 
,   , ,   

      ,  ,    
,          

    .  
          

      .   
     ,    300  -

.  ,  -      
, ,   .        

       .  “  
”      ,  

           
     . 

      ,   



Caucaso-Caspica IV 215

    ,     
,      .  -  

        
    .     

   2016-2019 .        
   ,    :  
1.          -

,    ,       -
. 

2.        -
        . 

3.     - -
        . 

,         
 ,        

      .  ,   
         ,   

   . 
 

 
 

 . ./ . T.  (2018), “    '   
':   ”,    13/3: 128-

142. 
, . . (2010), “    —     

 (  2130-  ‘ ’)”, -   
11/1: 123-140.
 . . (2012), “      ”, 

  4: 54-68. 
Arvis J.-F./C. Rastogl (2014), The Eurasion Connection. Supply-Chain Efficiency along the 

Modern Silk Route through Central Asia, Washington, D.C. 
Dong Quan-chao et al. / , ,  (2019), “Yidai – Yilu” zhi heping fazhan: jiyu guojia 

neibu anquan yu waibu heping shijiao de fengxi pingjia 
“ ”  [The Peaceful 
Development of “The Belt and Road” Initiative: Analysis and Evaluation Based on the 
Perspective of National Internal Security and External Peace], Northeast Asia Economic 
Research, 4: 14-31. 

Dwivedi R. (2006), “China’s Central Asia Policy in Recent Times”, China and Eurasia Forum 
Quarterly 4: 139-159. 

Grieger G. (2016), “One Belt, One Road (OBOR): China’s Regional Integration Initiative”, 
Briefing European Parliament Research Service (http://www.europarl.europa.eu/Reg/ 
Data/etudes/BRIE/2016/586608/EPRS_BRI%282016%29586608_EN.pdf, consulted 
May 10, 2019). 

Islam N. (2019), Silk Road to Belt Road. Reinventing the Past and Shaping the Future, 
Singapore. 



216 Caucaso-Caspica IV

Jeong J. (2015), “Ethnic Minorities in China’s Western Development Plan”, Journal of 
International and Area Studies 22/1: 4-7. 

Jiang Yu-ning/Ya-li Wang /  (2018), “Yidai – Yilu” Changyi xia Zhongguo yu 
Zhongya diqu maoyi hezuo de jingzhengxing yu hubuxing yanjiu, 
“ ”  [Research of the 
Competitiveness and Complementarity of Trade Cooperation between China and Central 
Asia under the Initiative of Belt and Road], Neimenggu shehui kexue  
Inner Mongolia social sciences 39/5: 128-135. 

Kuchins A.C. et al. (2015), Central Asia in a Reconnecting Eurasia. Uzbekistan's Evolving 
Foreign Economic and Security Interests, Rowman & Littlefield. 

Kurbonov I.  (2018), Yidai – Yilu” beijing xia Wuzibiekesitan tianranqi dui Zhongguo de 
chukou maoyi yanjiu, “ ”  [The 
Research on Export of Uzbekistan Natural Gaz within the “One Belt–One Road” 
Concept], Xi’an. 

Shi L.  (2016), Tukumansitan dui Zhongguo “Sichou zhilu jingjidai” changyi de renzhi yu 
yingdui,  [Turkmenistan’s Perception and 
Response of China Silk Economic Belt], Tianjin. 

Stanojevic N. (2016), “The New Silkroad and Russian Interests in Central Asia”, The Review of 
International Affairs, 1161: 142-161. 

Tang L.  (2018) “Yidai – Yilu” changyi xia Zhongguo yu Zhongya wuguo maoyi hezuo 
qianli yanjiu, “ ”  [The Research on Potential 
for Trade Cooperation of China And the Five Nations in Central]. 

Tursynbayeva G.  (2018), “Yidai–Yilu” dui Hasakesidan de jingji yingxiang fenxi, 
“ ”  [The Analysis on the Economic Impact of “One Belt 
and One Road” to Kazakhstan], Nanjing. 

Zhao H. (2015), China’s New Maritime Silk Road: Implications and Opportunities for Southeast 
Asia, Singapore. 

Zhou M. L. (2014), “Build Silk Road Economic Belt and Promote Regional Economic 
Correspond Development”, China Nationality 8: 20-23.


