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Abstract 
The analysis of the Transcaucasian policy of the Russian Empire in the second half of the 18th 
century states that, taking into account the Turkish-Iranian geopolitical factor in Transcaucasia, 
the Russian diplomacy temporarily refrains from the military intervention in the region by 
replacing it with the endorsement of the military-political influence.  

 In the second half of the 18th century, the ruling circles of the Russian state considered 
the creation of a buffer zone on the western shore of the Caspian Sea represented by the Christian 
(Armenian, Georgian) and Muslim (so-called Albanian) states as a danger averting factor on the 
southern borders of Russia. 

Thus, the idea of the creation of the Armenian states and the land of Aluank was aimed 
at the formation of the political system of checks and balances that would control the situation in 
the region (to maintain the balance among the Transcaucasian khans) and outside the region (to 
neutralize the possible expansion of political influence of the Ottoman Empire and Iran).  

 
Keywords: Eastern Transcaucasia, Russian Empire, Iran, Ottoman Empire, Karabakh Khanate, 
Ibrahim-Khan, Kerim-Khan Zend, Armenian State, Aluank (Albania), Catherine II 
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