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Abstract 
For the Ismailis of Afghanistan, who had for almost two centuries subjected to constant 
repressions and persecutions in the conservative Sunni environment, the Afghan War of 1979-
1989 turned to be another dramatic period. The Ismailis again became hostages of a situation, in 
which the very survival of the community was called into question. 

This article is an attempt to state the problem of the participation of the Ismaili 
community in the Afghan war on the different sides of the conflict – the policy caused by the 
specifics of the community status in Afghanistan and peculiarities of the Ismaili doctrine.  

Keywords: Ismailis, Afghanistan, Badakhshan, Afghan War of 1979-1989, Mujahiddins, Hazaras  

 
  ,     ,  

       ,  
 1979-1989    .    

 ,        . 
  –         
    , ,   

        .  

 : , , ,   1979-1989, 
,  

         
  1841 .,         

          (   I) 
     ,      (Edwards 1995: 

19-23,  2003: 201-202). 
       ,  -

  .  ,       
      ,  -

   ,  ,      
   .     

1    –    ,     CESAI  -
 (26-28  2019, ,  , -  ) – 

The First CESAI Conference on Afghan Studies, http://orient.rau.am/uploads/blocks/0/4/493/files/ 
parskeren_cragirV.pdf. 



218 Caucaso-Caspica IV

     .  , -
   ,   -    -
,    - , ,    -

   ,       
   (Emadi 2009). 

         
      ,  -

     (Mumtaz Ali 2002a).  
      ,  

        . 
      -

          
     ,    

,     (Mumtaz Ali 2002b,  
1998: 242-251). 

 ,      ,   -
    (1933-1973),    

        .  
,  ,        

          
     . -

       -
      (Emadi 2009).  
  ,   1973 ,     

.  ,   ,    
           -

      .  
    1978 ,        -

 ,    ,   -
 ,      (  ).    -

        . -
 ,  ,      

.          
   ,       (Mumtaz Ali 2002b, -

 1998: 242-251).  
 1979    ,      

           
    (Emadi 2009).     

(1979-1989 .,    – Soviet-Afghan war, -  ) 
     ,   

        -
  .  



Caucaso-Caspica IV 219

   1979-1989 .    ,  
 ,     ,     -

     .       
,          

      ,   
  ,     ,    

     .  
     -    

 ,        
(  2002).      -

      , ,   -
 .    ,   , -

   -  IV,    .  
  .        -

          
  : , ,    , 

   ,        
.       -

         
  .        -
-            

    ,    -
.     ,      

   ,   ,  
  ,    -  

    -     -
.       , -  

  , -     
       ( .,  ,  

2000). 
        1979-

89 ., ,  ,      
     .     

   ,        -
     .    -

        -
       ,  -

     .    
    ,     

   .      -
  ,      .  



220 Caucaso-Caspica IV

,      – -
    , -    

         
.        , 

     (Emadi 2009).  
        -

    ,      
  -   (“  ”).  -
          

  .  ,     ,  
      , -

         
  ( , , ),     

    1996  2001  (  2015). 
         

 -   ,      
1980 .   1982 .,    ,   –  860-

   .    “   . -
  ”    : “   -
  ,         -
    - -   ,  

       .   
    ,  ,   

.  “ ”       -
,    ...        

 ,       .  
 ...       .   

- -    …   2   
      .    

,           
- - …         
           

 .         , 
    ,        
 ...     40-     
     220 ,      

 . ,        
   - -   ,    

       ,   . 
   40-  ,    220 

,    ... , ,   
    ,     ,  



Caucaso-Caspica IV 221

   .     ,     
      ,     .  

   ,     . 
      ,   , 

 .     ,   
    ,    . 

        .      
 .        . …    

    -    
   –    - -     

  …  ,     
     ,     

   …”  (  2012: 204-206).  
  “     ”,   94  
 ,      “  -

” -    ,    
    .       1985 

        1986. ,  , : “ , 
 .        

     .    
  —      , ,  

300 .  ;   , , .  
  .  [ ]   (   

).    .  ,    
    (  ).   -

.   -  ,      … 
,       ” (  1990: 236). 
   ,    ,  ,   

,   ,     ,    
,    .   

 ,     “    ”,  
        1979-1989 ., 
         -

 -  ,     1983  1985.   
  : “     ,     , 
  ...    ,   ,    

( ) ...    “ ”    ”.   
        

         (  2016: 125-126).
  ,  ,    

   ,    .     -
       .  ,  



222 Caucaso-Caspica IV

   ,    (  
),          

 .  
        ,   

         
  ,       ,    

 - -  . ,   ,   -
 ,        

  .      -
 ,       

,        , 
       , , -

,     ,    “ ”,   
  ,     . 

 

 

 . (2012),   .   , . 
 . . (1998), “      ”, 

   .  .  , . XXX, 
.: 242-251.  

 . (2003)   :   . 
.  

 . . (2002),  .      
      , 

http://lit.lib.ru/e/emelxjanowa_n_m/ (  17.05.2019). 
 .  . ( .) (2016),    :   –

   1979-1989 ,  2.  
 . (1990),     . , 94  -

 ,      (1990), ( . 
), . 
 . (2015), “    ”,  , 25.10.2015,  

https://topwar.ru/84976-kabulu-nuzhna-srochnaya-pomosch.html (   
10.06.2019) 

 . (2000), “ ’ :   ”, Central Asia & Central 
Caucasus Press of the Institute for Central Asian and Caucasian Studies in Sweden, 
https://www.ca-c.org/journal/cac-08-2000/13.shokhum.shtml (   
20.08.2019). 

Edwards Anne (1995), Throne of Gold. The lives of the Aga Khans, New York. 
Emadi Hafizullah (2009), “Afghanistan: The Tajik Ismailis of Takhar – an End to Isolation”, 

Contemporary Review, http://www.thefreelibrary.com/_/print/PrintArticle.aspx?id 
=211029178 (accessed 10.09.2019). 

Mumtaz Ali Tajddin Sadik Ali (2002 ), “Ismaili Mission in Afghanistan”, Heritage F.I.E.L.D - 
First Ismaili Electronic Library and Database, Institute of Ismaili Studies, London,  
http://ismaili.net/heritage/node/29908 (accessed 20.06.2019). 



Caucaso-Caspica IV 223

 (2002b), “The Sayeds of Kayan”, Heritage F.I.E.L.D - First Ismaili Electronic Library and 
Database, Institute of Ismaili Studies, London, http://ismaili.net/Source/mumtaz/behsud/ 
kayan.html (accessed 05.04.2019). 

 
 


