O HEKOTOPbIX 3TAMNAX NMPEOCBALEBHOIO OBPAOA APMAH U PYCCKNX

MWPUBAH TAAHE
Kanoudam cpunonozuyeckux Hays,
3as. Kaghedpoli uHocmpaHHo20 A3bika u numepamypel [TY

B apmaHCKOI Tpaguuuu, Takwe Kak M B PYCCKOW, BaHbIM MOMEHTOM B
npenbpayHoii 06pAfHOCTM ObiNM CMOTPUHBLI AesylweKk - HesecT. OHM Momoranu
HaliTW MOAXOAALLYIO HEBECTY BbIACHUTb JKOHOMWUYECKOE MOJNOMEHNE ee CeMbM,
y3HaTb O MoBefeHWM W XxapawTepe. PopuTenn crapanucb nopobpartb «pOBHIO»,
MHULMATMBY B 3TOM fene B 0benx Tpafmumuax B OCHOBHOM 6pana Ha cebsa martb.

Tak, Hanpumep, B cBapebHoii obpagHocTn Myw - TapoHa, BacnypakaHa,
nepepn, Tem, Kak oduuManbHO cocBataTb Ty WAM WHYHO [EBYLUKY, MaTb }eHuxa C
POACTBEHHMKaMM  Luna B [OM [EBYLIKM W MPAMO 3aABnAna O CBOEM MenaHuu
NocMoOTpeTb Ha AeByLKy. Ecnn popuTenn pgesylikn cornawanucb, TO NPOBOAUANCH
«CMOTPMHbI», @ WHOrAa AaMe pasfeBanu AEBYLUKY U OCMaTpuBanu ee, BENN C Heil
pasrosop.’

B barewe e npaktukoBanca o6pAan CMOTpUH MeHuxa. PopHbie
cocBaTaHHOW HeBecTbl TpeboBanu nposegeHua  obpaga cCMOTpuH  Gyayluero
#eHuxa. CMOTpWMHbI MpOBOAMAMCHL WAW B LEPKBU, Kyda NPUXOAMIM 3apaHee
AOTrOBOPEHHbIE MEHWX BMecTe C ONM3KUM pPOLCTBEHHWKOM W MpefcTaBuTenu
HEBECTbl, MAN B [OME HEBECTbl, KyAa OH Npuxoaun obbl4HO BMeCTe C [AApeil.
Monyyanocb, 4To 6pauyrolime MOraM «BUAETb» [pyr Apyra rnasamu  6auskux
nogen.

Y pycckux Takxe fo XV Beka Ha CMOTPWHbI OTNpaeAAnacb crneumnanbHas
CMOTPUTENbHULLA — MaTb MEHUXa, WA Kakaa-HWOyAb POACTBEHHMLA KeHuxa, a
HaumMHaa ¢ XVI-XVIl BB. Ha CMOTpUHbI cTeKkanca Becb CBafebHblii noesp, MeHuxa.
OTel, ¥eHMxa MOr CHATb MOKPbIBANO C ML HEBECTbl, Y4TOObI MOCMOTPETb Ha ee
NNLO U €CAu Nocne CMOTPWUH OTeL, JeHuxa LenoBan HeBecTy B obe LueKu, 3To
03Hayano, 4To fAeByLUKa NpuLunacb emy no BKycy. MenaHue cbiHa y4nTbiBanoCb, HO
He Bcerpa oHo ObINo peLlatoLLLM - HEBECTa Mpemae BCero fomkHa bbina oTBevatb
TpeboBaHMAM poauTeneidi U  POACTBEHHUKOB, TMOCKONbKY cBagbba - 3TO
onpefeneHHblil X03ANCTBEHHDbIN aKkT, MpUeM B CEMbtO, B XO3ANCTBO paboTHMKa U
npoponxarena popa.

' Lwjwjbwu bp., Unip-Swpou // ULShpp XXVI, N1,1916, Ly 149-195,  Lwjwjbwu
Gp.,dwuwynipwywup  wgquagpnyehiup // UL, Shpp XX, N2,1910, ko 119:
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To ectb, B 0benx Tpapuumax npu Bblbope OpayHoii nmapbl obA3aTenbHO
YYMTbIBAIUCb  SKOHOMWUYECKME,  COLMaNbHO-TEpPUTOPUalbHble,  STHUYECKUE,
PENnUrno3Hble U HPaBCTBEHHbIE (DaKTOPbI.

B obeux Tpapmumax oTKas popuTeneil HeBeCTbl OT CBATOBCTBA CHMTaNCA
ockopbneHnem. YTo6bl He MomacTb «BMNPOCaK», B PYCCKOW TPafuLuUu  pPOLUTENU
}eHMxa Nocbinann «CBalleKk» Ha «[03HaHWe» — MnpejBapuTenbHOe CBATOBCTBO, a B
apMAHCKOI - B oM byayLeil HEBECTbI NOCbINany XeHLwmHy-nocpegHuly (dhounnn
yhu), 4tobbl OHa Bena neperoBopbl C MaTepbio M3bpaHHMUbI WU yroBopwuna ee
MoNy4nTb COrnacue oTua Ha 3aMyKecTBO [04epu.

M y apmaH, M y pycCKMx  CBaTOBCTBO COMPOBOMAANnocb 0CO6biMM
Marmyeckumm AeiicTBMAMKU: BO — MepBblX, BbIOMpann «nerkue» AHU Hepenu —
BTOPHUK, 4eTBepr, cy660Ty, BOCKpeceHbe, BO - BTOPbIX, 4TOObI obecneynTb ycnex
NeperoBopoB, Yy apmAH, Hanpumep, POAUTENN KeHuxa  BO BpemMA BU3UTa
nocpegHMLbl B [OM [eBYyLIKM Bellanu Ha cTtond CBOero f[oma pacyecky unm
MONOBHUK, y PYCCKMX e, Mepef TeM Kak exaTb B [OM HEBeCTbl, OMyTbiBanu
BOMMamW CTON MAM NeyHyto Tpyby, 4ToObl yfayHO «onyTaTb», T.e. CKNOHUTb K
COrNacuio HEBECT, WM CBA3bIBaNM KYLLAKOM YETbIPE HOMKW CTOfa, a B CMMHY
yxoaAuleii csaxu 6pocanu cneumanbHO MPUrOTOBNEHHbI CTapblil nanoTb, BOWAA B
AOM [AEeBYLUKMN, CBaxa yaapana nAToro B Nopor, 4Tobbl HeBecTa He NoNATUNACD.

O6bI4HO Yepe3 HeCKONbKO AHel Npoucxoauno oduumnanbHoe ceatoscTso. U
B PYCCKOW, W B apMAHCKOW TpaguuuuM pasroBop MeMpay cBaTaMi U CTOPOHOI
HEBECTbl MPOUCXOLUA CUMBONNYHO.  TaK, apMAHCKME CBaTbl 0ObIYHO rOBOPUAN:
«[puwnn mbl 13 Ballero LLe[POro oyara YHECTU ropCTb OrHA», uan «lpuwnu mbl
W3 BaLLero LLEefpOoro oyara YHeCTU ropcTb nenna B Haw ouvar», unn «Jlpoea Mbl
AajUM, a OrOHb Bbi», UAK «f cnblwan y Teba ecTb Xopoluee NIOJOBUTOE AEPEBO,
paii MHe BEeTBb MpPUBUTb €e K MoeMmy AepeBy», unn «[puwnu mbl Baw KameHb
3a0XMTb Ha Hally cTeHy»' 1 T.[4.

Pycckne cBatbl rosopunu: «Y Bac ToBap, Y Hac Kyneu», unuM «Y Bac
KypouKa, y Hac MeTYLIOK, HEeNb3A NW 3arHaTb B OAMH XneByllek?», «Ham He HymHa
HE POXb M He MLIeHnLa, a KpacHasa eBuuar, «Y Bac KOM TecTa U y Hac KOM TecTa,
Henb3A M UX CBaNATb B OHO MECTO?»?.

B obenx Tpaguumax He NPUHATO ObINO cpasy e [aBaTb MONOMMTENbHbIIA
OTBET, CHMUTANOCb, 4TO ObICTPO cornawartbCA MO30PHO AJA CEMbU HEBECTbI,
No3ToMy O0ObI4HO OTBETbl 3aTArMBaANCb, M CBaTbl BbIHY¥[EHbl Obinn XOAUTb
HECKONbKO pas3, A1A MOoNy4eHMA MONOMMTENbHOMO OTBETa.

"Vwhwwbnywu M., Unduhpwhwjtph wdnwuwhwpuwublwu unynpnypubpu nu dtubipp,
Eplwu, htinhuwlwihu hpww.,2007, Lo 68:
2 OtHorpacpua BocTouHbIX cnasaH, M., Hayka, 1987, c.14.
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MomeHT, Korpa poauTenn AeBYLIKM [aBanu CBOI MONOMWTENbHbIA OTBET,
HasblBanCA y apMsH «fjunuy wnubp!, v «wpwn fudbp?, 4to 6GyKBaNbHO
obo3HavaeT «B3ATb CNMOBO, BbIMUTb BOAKY». Hebonblimm 3acTonbem c
noxenaHnAMn 1 bnarocnoBNeHNAMN 3aKaH4YMBaNOCb CBATOBCTBO.

Y pycckmux CBaTOBCTBO 3aBepluanocb 06pAAOM «Mpomnos», Mocne 4ero u
«[BOpOrnAfbA»- 0bpAL, KOTOPbIi OTCYTCTBOBaN B apMAHCKOW Tpaguuuu, Korpa
POAHA HeBeCTbl cobupanach 1 exana B AOM ¥eHMUXa OCMaTpuBaThb €ro nojBopbe U B
ocobeHHocTM neyb. [laHHblii puTyan ABNAETCA OLHUM W3 [pPEBHEWLUNX, Tak Kak
npuoblieHve byaylueii x03AMKM K JoMallHemy ouary 6bino rnaBHbIM CUMBOIOM
6narononyyna 6ypyuieii cembu. B obeux Tpaguumax cMMBON neyu, ovara umeet
OrpPOMHOE 3HayeHue, Kak, Npex e BCero, MaTeEPUHCKOro CMMBONA, KOTOPbIN eLle 1
BbICTyMaeT B KayeCTBEe CMMBOJa Y/CTOrO, AyXOBHOMO BblHALLKMBaHUA nnoga.®

Y oboux HapofoB cnepytoLiMm nocne croeopa 6bin putyanbHblii 0bpap,
obpyyeHna (Upwlwnpniypntl), ABNAOWMIACA OAHUM U3 CaMblX PELLUMTENbHbIX
MOMEHTOB MpeacBafebHoro uukna, no HapogHOMY NPeLCTaBleHNIO PaBHOCUbHbI
camoii cBagpbe. Hacto Bpema nposefeHna obpyyeHna y obomx HapofoB coBnagano
C Npa3jHOBaHNEM HEKOTOPbIX KaleHAAaPHbIX HAPOHbIX NPa3fiHUKOB*.

3a HecKoNbKO fAHel [0 0Opy4yeHUsa MeHUX BMecTe CO CBOMM OTLOM Luen B
AOM K KaBopy, AnA TOro 4tobbl cpenatb €ro yyacTHMKoOM obpapa, Heca ¢ coboii B
NnoJapoKk ArHEHKa, Ha LLee KOTOPOoro obbI4HO 3aBA3bIBANN KpacHblii nnaTtok. B peHb
obpyyeHnAa BO rnaBe C KaBOPOM, 3axBaTuWB C CO6OIi «HLIAH» (3HaK obpyyeHus) u
HECKONbKO MOJHOCOB CO CNafocTAMU, CyxoppyKTamu, BWHOM, ABNAMOLLMECSA
CUMBONaMM MNOAOPOAUA, CTOPOHA KEHMXa NpUXoauna B AOM HEBECTbl, FAe U

coBepwanca obpan obpyyeHus - nepepaya «HwaHa» HeecTe. [lpucytcteue
CBALLEHHMKA BO BpemMA obpAaa «HlwaHa» 6bino 06a3aTenbHbIM BO MHOMMX 06nacTax
Apmenun. 5

B KauecTBe «HLaHa» Clnysunu pasnuyHble yKpalleHusa u3 3on0Ta, cepebpa,
B 3aBMCMMOCTM OT MaTepuanbHOro nonoxeHusa Opauvytouiero. OObIYHO HeHuX u
HeBecTa MOABNANMCHL BO BpeMA 0OpyyeHWUA TONbKO TOrpa, Korfa Bpy4anu «HLUaH».
B mpeBHune BpemeHa 6biBano M Tak, 4TO HEBeCTa He MpPUCYTCTBOBana BO BPEMA

' Ptuuk, Pnywupfu Ywd <wpp quiwn // UL,%hpp 65,1899, N1, ko 91-92:
2 Upnjwu 2., Ugqugpulwu wyuwply Swdpwnhup opgwi // £<L FUU <Ub-URLU,
$.31958,k9158:
3 Kepnort X.3., Cnosapb cumsonos, M., PEDJT-6yk, 1994, ¢.395.
* 3emuosckuii U.U., K npobneme B3aumoceaseii kaneHaapHoii n csagebHolt 0bpagHocTel
//Ponbknop n atTHorpadma. O6paabl 1 0bpagosblii donbkiop, J1.,Hayka,1974, c.147-154.
Abpamsan J1.A., MNepBobbITHBIN Npa3gHuK u mudponorua. Ep. usg. AH ApmCCp, 1983, c. 60-68.
® Lwjwjbwu Gn., Pnpswint quiiwn // UL, ghpp 1X,1902, ko 212-245:  Lhuhghwu Uw.,
Rwugbigniph hwjtipp, KUUL §U hpwwn., Gpliwt, 1969, Lo 186:
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obpy4eHuna, 1 NoTomy «HLIaH» NpUHMMana matb feBylikn. B HekoTopbix obnactax,
Hanpumep B bopuany, Hop-bassete, xeHWx BO Bpemsa LLepEMOHUM OTCYTCTBOBaN, a
KOrAa OH MOABNANCA BO BPEMA NWpa, TO NMLO 3aKpbIBanu MnaTkoM, 4TOObl HUKTO
He BUAen, Kak OH ecT'. Bo MHOrMX y3KonoKanbHbIX TPaAULMAX HEBECTY BbIBOAUIN K
FOCTAM B KOHLIE LLepEMOHMUM OBpYHYEHMA C 3aKpbITbIM AULOM U NPoBOAMAN 0bpAf,
cmoTpuH. Tak npoucxoguno, Hanpumep, B baceHe, Kapce, LUupake, B CioHuke,
Myw-TapoHe.

CumBonnyHOMYy OOBEAMHEHUIO CTOPOH B 0benx Tpaguumax CRyMun He
TONbKO O6MeH nojapkamMu BO BpeMA MOMONIBKM, HO W COBMECTHaA efa, 4To
ABNAETCA NPOABEHMEM CaMOro pPacrnpoOCTPaHEHHOrO PUTYanbHOro MpPOABAEHUA
naen «coepuHeHusa». 1o MoBopy COBMECTHOI efbl YMECTHO MpPUBECTM MpUMep
«peneHna» xneba (naeawia) mempay oTuamm OpayyloLMX W YroweHua B LOMe
HEeBeCTbl B apMAHCKOW Tpaguuuu? (CMMBONMYECKOE BOCMPOU3BEAEHNE aKTa
3aBeplUeHNA CBaTaHMA [EBYLUIKW, Tak Kak M3BecTHo (PpeiipeHbepr «[loaTuka
cloXeTa W MaHpa»), 4TO MyKa, xneb ABnaloTCA MeTadopamy  MEHCKOW
NPon3BOAALLLel CUMbl).

B pycckoii Tpapmumn apmaHckomy o0b6pAAy CUMBOIMYHOIO  «[EeneHus
putyanbHoro xneba (nasaiua)» B CEMaHTUYECKOM MyaHe COOTBETCTBOBaN JpPEBHMUIA
obpaj, «paspesaHua cbipa» U «pasnambiBaHuA nupora». B «loBectn BpemeHHbIX
net» nop 1043r. onucbiBaloTCA OTAENbHble 3Tanbl npepcsagebHoro nepuopa,
Hanpumep, 6payHblii CroBOp, KOTOPOMY MpefLIecTBOBana cBoeobpasHasa NomonBKa,
COMNpoBOXAaemas Tpanesoii, BO BpeMA KOTOPOil npefcTaButeny obenx CTOpoH enu
nupor-kapasaii, Kawy u cblp. Pa3pe3aHue cbipa CUMBONM3MPOBANO 3aKpenneHune
nomonsku. lMocne 3Toro oTKkas eHunxa oT HEBECTbI CYMTANCA NO30OPALLUM HEBECTY U
C Hero 6panu wTpad - «3a Cblp FPUBHY, @ COPOM eii TPU TPUBHbI, @ YTO NMOTEPAHO,
3a To eil oTnatv». B apMAHCKOI Tpafuuun TakKe TAMENbIM FPEXOM CYUTaNOCh
BO3BpalLLeHne “HwwaHa”, XOTA Cnyyanocb v Takoe®.

Bo Bpema pykobuTba OTUbI MeHuxa U HEBECTbI OUAM NUPOrom O NUPOr UK
pasnambiBany NMPOr Nnomnonam B 3HaK HEPYLUMMOCTM croBopa. bbina npumera: ecnu
y Koro nonosuHa 6onblue, To y Toro 6onblue cyacTba, 300poBbA U boratcTBa. B
OT/IMYME OT apMAHCKOIA, B PYyCCKON TpafuLuM NepenoMaeHHblii MMpor fomkeH 6bin

" Lwwjtwu 6p., upy. wotu., ko 219:
2 Pbuuk, upy. wotu., £993-94, Lwjwjbwu Gp.,Unw-Swpou // UL, Shpp XXVI, N1, 1916, Lo158-
160:
3 Uwpgquwu U., Ubpwunhw quywnh wqqugpuywu unyebp// <<YUU <UP-UPU,$ 121/,
1991, £9129:
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XpaHUTbCA A0 AHA bpaka, a nocne BeHYaHUA MEHUX AOMKEH ObiN CbeCcTb NONOBUHY
HEBECTMHY, a HEBECTa — MEHUXOBY'.

Mo nosopy obLyHOCTEW B efe, HaM XOYeTCA yKasaTb Ha PUTYallbHYIO Kallly
(apucy B apMAHCKOW TpafuuMK), KOTOPYO MojaBanu BO Bpemsa MOMONBKW U CaMoii
cBafbbbl 1 B [IpeBHeil Pycu, n noutn Bo Bcex obnactax 3anapHoii ApmeHun (B
BaHe, Mycanepe B pepeBHAx CacyHa u T.4.)2. Hepepnko Ha Pycu noHaTue «Kaluan»
OTOM[JECTBNANOCL C MOHATUEM «CBafeOHbIN NUP», @ «YUMHUTb Kally» 3Ha4umo
ycTpavBaTb cBajebHoe 3actonbe. Ha Pycu putyanbHyto Kally env ¢ ofHOro KasaHa,
B apMAHCKOW TPafuLMM Ha Kaayro napy CTaBuim ofHy nocyay. 3epHo, U3 KOTOpOii
Bapunacb puTyanbHas Kalla, CUMBONM3MPOBANO MNOJOPOANE, KEHCKOE Havano.

O6papy «HWwaHa» B apMAHCKOI TPaAMLMM BO MHOrOM COOTBETCTBYET 06psAf,
«boromonbA» N «pykobuTbA», BMeCTe B3ATbIX B PYCCKOW Tpaguuuu. Pykobutbe —
OAMH U3 BaXHeNWnx MOMeHToB ceajebHoro putyana. Ha pykobutbe npoucxonmno
«MponMBaHNe» HEBECTbl, U OKOHYaTENbHbI CroBop popuTeneil o6 ycTpoiicTee
cBagbbbl. IDTOT UuepemoHuan B 1878r. BKAOYan TakKe YroweHWe HEHUXOM
poauTeneii HeBeCTbl BMHOM W OfapuMBaHMeM ee KOnbLOM. Torpa e HeBecTa
nogHocuna papbl eHuxy.> DTOT TOpr KOHYanca COBMECTHbIM MUTbEM BUHA U
pykobutbem Mmexfpy oTuamu. PuTyanbHblii xapaktep pykobuTba nopyepkuBaeTcs
TeMm, PYKy NpoOTArMBanM 4epe3 CTON Haj, KapaBaeMm. 3aTem cnepoBan o0pAf,
6oromonba, BO BPeMA KOTOPOrO COEAUHANUCH PYKW KEHWXa U HEBECTbl, UMEBLLUIA
«npaBoBOii» XxapakTep: «[locne TOro Kak KeHUx W HeBecTa, B3ABLUWCb 3a PYKM,
nomonaTca bory - NoKNoHATCA B 3emnto, CBaT pPasHUMET UX PYKU B 3HaK TOro, 4TO
neno cnaxeHo»*. OTLbI eHUxa ¥ HeBeCTbl BKNaAbIBanu pyku HOBOOGpayHbIX Apyr B
Apyra M ypapanu no HWM pykaeuueii. 3aTtem obpyyeHue noakpennan 3anoii -
COBMECTHOE NMUPLLECTBO, OPraHN30BaHHOE ANA POACTBEHHUKOB MEHWUXa U HEBECTbI.
Camu obpyyeHHble Ha 3anoe He NPUCYTCTBOBAN.

Mocne obpyuyeHna B obenx Tpaguumax HeBecTa Pe3KO MeHAna cBoii obpas
}M3HU, OHAa YKe Ha3blBanacb «CrOBOPEHKON» U «MPOMNUTO-3annTol»: XOTA U Muna
y ceba poma, HO MNOYTU CaMOCTOATENbHO He Bbixoguna u3 fomy. B apmaHckoii
TpaguuMn HeBecTa jJaxe He Lina 3a BOAOW, Tak Kak cuyuTanocb Obl 6onbluMM
cpamom, ecnu Obl  ee 3ameTun KTo-nnbo U3 POAHbIX MeHWxa, a roBopuna oHa

! http://www.jourclub.ru/
2 Lwwjwu bp., Ywpwunw ujniebip wywgw nwnwuwuppnygiut hwdwp, Upgwtu //
Lwjwjwu 6p., pytip 2, <wjulwu VUL FU hpwwn., Gplwu, 1988, Lo 104:
3Echumetko MM.C., Martepuanbl no aTHorpadmu pyccKoro HaceneHus, ApxaHrenbckoii rybepHum//
Hapoptan CNOBECHOCTb, 4.2, Mocksa, 1878, c.75.
* MbinbHukosa K., LinHunyc B., CeBepHo-Bennkopycckas cagbba
//Matepuanbl no ceagbbe n cemeiino-pogosomy ctpoto Hapogos CCCP.J1.,1926 Bein.1, ¢.45.
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MMWb C AeTbMu U nogpyramn.! Y pyccKux HeBecTa TaKe MnepecTtaeT roBOPUTH,
N3bACHAETCA B OCHOBHOM JECTaMu W MPUYMTaeT, T.e. HEBECTbl NepexoAAT Ha
Apyroit cnocob obLieHna, oTopblii HOCUT puTyanbHblit Xxapaktep. OTciopa u
MOBCEMECTHO OTMeYaemas 0eccnoBeCHOCTb HeBecTbl. MonyaHue CTaHOBUTCA
3Ha4YMMOIi XapaKkTepuUCTUKOI moBefeHWAa Opadytowux. [OBOPAT M Bce fenatoT 3a
HUX U OT UX UMEHWN [oBEepeHHble Nnua. Tak yxe BO BpemA CBAaTOBCTBA 3a MEHUXa
rOBOPAT CBaTbl, a 3a HeBecTy — ee poauTenun. Kak obbacHaet B.U. Epemuna: «...a10
0fHa W3 MWHTepnpeTauuii BPEMEHHOro ypaneHua HeBecCTbl A0 bpaka, C Lenbto
M30NMPOBaTb €€ OT OKPYKaloLLero Mupa»? M CBA3aHO C TeM, YTO HeBecTa Kak
NUMWUHANBbHOE CYLLLECTBO MOKET MOABEPrHYTLCA BAUAHUIO HEYMCTOW CUMbl, a Takke
cama obnagaeT cnoCcobHOCTbIO BPEAUTb OKPYHKarOLLLUM.

Takum obpasom, aHanu3 npegBapuTenbHbIX 3TanoB apMAHCKOW U PYCCKOW
cBafebHON TpaguuMn BbIABUN KaKk YHUBEPCaNbHble, TaK W MNPUCYLUME Kam[Ooi
Hauwmm cneumduyeckne ocobeHHOCTH.

KnroyeBsie cnosa: csadebHbili 06pAd, npedcsadebbili 0b6pAd, ceamoscmso,
cMompuHsl, 0bpyyeHue, pumyan, mpaduyus. mpaduyuoHHasA c8adsba.
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ON SOME STAGES OF ARMENIAN AND RUSSIAN PRE-WEDDING RITUALS
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The article provides a comparative analysis of some stages of the rituals
preceding the Armenian and Russian traditional weddings. Rituals and customs
supplementing the wedding ceremony are also analyzed in this work. As a result, both
the general traits and the national identity are distinguished.

Key words: wedding ceremony, pre-wedding ceremony, matchmaking,
wedding shower, engagement, ritual, tradition, traditional wedding.
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