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Abstract 
The article presents some relevant materials from Mediaeval Arabic geographic literature and 
Classical Persian texts identifying the term “Kurd” as a synonym of “cattle-breeder, shepherd, 
etc.”. A quite interesting detail from Ya q b  (IX c.), never discussed before, reveals a 
symptomatic juxtaposition of the terms “Kurd” and “Fars” as symbols of two different social 
phenomena – nomadic cattle breeding and settled agricultural/urban environments. 
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