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Abstract 
Search for archaic roots of their identity has always been typical of the Kurdish milieu. Among 
the elements of such artificial archaisation are the attempts to trace the ethnic history of the 
Kurds back to ancient states, ascription of the alleged Kurdish origin to  ancient dynasties, etc. 
For the last decades, the most obvious aspect of this trend among the Kurds has been a search of 
the Zorostrian roots and the conversion to Zoroastrianism. This process has become more 
conspicuous with the rise of the ISIS (the so called Islamic State, a terrorist organisation, the 
main actor of the current war in the Near East).  ISIS’ cruelty and enmity particularly towards the 
representatives of the non-dogmatic religious societies (be this Heterodox Shi‘ism, Yezidism, 
etc.) to a large extent influenced the religious mentality of the Kurds—followers of various 
confessions (Sunnis, Sufis, Heterodox Shi‘as).  It is just a desire to dissociate with the Muslim 
milieu, which gave new impetus to the interest towards the Zoroastrianism, which is erroneously 
approached as the pre-Islamic religion of the Kurds among the latter.The paper analyzes the 
reasons of the transformation of the religious identity among the Kurds, and some aspects of this 
process.  
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