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Abstract 
This article discusses the history of a medieval Armenian settlement in the valley of the Alazani 
River. Its first attestation dates back to the 17th century, when it was part of the Kakhetian 
kingdom. At the beginning of the XVIII century, Basinjag was burned, and its inhabitants were 
moved to several settlements on the left bank of the Alazani river, which was then part of the so-
called Jar Republic and Elisu sultanate. Part of the Basinjagi Armenians have by now been 
assimilated among the Azerbaijanis (the village of Verkhoviani/Bahmatli of the Zakatala district 
of Azerbaijan), while some settled in Georgian Sighnaghi and preserved their ethnic identity. 
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