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Abstract 
In the 1980s, having been traumatised by the experience of the Cultural Revolution, the 
Chinese government avoided ideology in foreign policy shaping and thus tabooed its role. 
However, in the 1990s, commmunist ideology as the starting point for determining China’s 
foreign policy, was being consistently replaced by the concept of “national interests”. The 
author of the present research, who also contibuted to this process, noticed later that people 
tend to approach the concepts of “interest” and “morality” as opposites. “Morality” as a policy 
determining factor is then narrowed to a notion that obviously contradicts “national interests”. 
The present work focuses on the idea of how to combine the concepts of “interest” and “ethics” 
while pursuing the broader goal of strengthening social and international justice. 
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