
Caucaso-Caspica -II-III 31

 
Abstract 
The article reconstructs the history of Noah’s Arch relic, a Christian artifact currently 
exhibited in the Holy Echmiadzin museum, after its acquisition by Archbishop  Hakob of 
Mtsbnin. The author tries to trace its rout from St. Hakob Monasteryin in the village of Akori 
to Ayri Monastery, the Khaghbakyans’ ancestral domain, then – to Shemakha and later back 
to Geghard Momastery, from where it was moved to Holy Echmiadzin in the XVIII century.  
    
Keywords: Noah’s Arch Relic, Hakob of Mtsbin, Geghard Monastery,  Haghbakyans, Adam 
Olearius, Engelbert  Kempfer 
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