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Abstract 
A century has passed since Alimardan Topchibashev, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister 
Plenipotentiary of the Republic of Azerbaijan, was holding his diplomatic conversations in 
Istanbul. Notes on his impressions of his meetings with representatives of the Ottoman Empire’s  
government circles, as well as with European and eastern diplomats, were published in 1994 in 
Baku as a separate book, “Diplomatic Conversations in Istanbul”. What really impresses in the 
"Conversations" above all, is neither the personality of the author (no doubt, very interesting in 
itself), nor the proper content of his talks, but the obvious parallels with the present-day reality. 
The essence and driving forces of events in Europe and the Middle East have not changed at all 
over the century. 
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